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4 | ‘*Samvad Purnachandrodaya’| UDitto we 200 | 7th and 9th to llth Nov- 
ember, 1896. 
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I.—ForeIGN PoLitics. 


Al Punch of the 29th October says that the policy which Russia 
: and France are following in regard to Turkey will 

_— not permit of their co-operating with England. 
England should sever her connexion with Oyprus and evacuate Egypt. By 
breaking her friendship with Turkey, England violated the terms of the treaty 
under which Cyprus was ceded to her after the last Russo-Turkish war. But 
England should know that not a hair of the Saltan can be injured without 
first flooding the earth with human blood and killing the followers of Islam 
to the last man. It is sheer folly on the part of England to set the cross 
against the crescent. Mr. Gladstone and his followers, who have taken up 
such a hostile attitude towards Turkey, should be drowned in the Thames or 
they will not cease instigating the Armenians. 

2. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 9th November says that the Armenian 
Christian subjects of Turkey have long been com- 
plaining oft the misrule of the Sultan. At last 
their ory has attracted the notice of the European Powers, who have agreed 
among themselves to depose the Sultan unless he grants security of person 
and property to his Armenian Christian subjects. England has, this time, 
occupied a prominent position in the Armenian affair. On the last occasion 
when the Sultan formally agreed to meet the demands of his Armenian subjects, 
England stationed a large army in Cypras, apparently with the object of 
threatening the Sultan into yielding to the prayer of the Armenians. But to 
her disappointment, the Sultan did not fulfil his promise. Now that the 
Powers have agreed to exact from the Sultan their demand in connection with 
Armenia, England has thought it proper time to be revenged upon the Sultan, 
who set her military power at naught some months ago. 


The Eastern question. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 
8. The Sanjivani of the 7th November publishes the following telegram 
from Cuttack :— 

_ Prevalence of theft and dacoity ‘‘We reported before about the theft of 1,125 
euncayor eases of kerosine belonging to Hazi Attas, A 
reward of morethan eight hundred rupees, or twelve annas per case, waa offered 
by the Hazi, which was published in the Police Gazette of September last. We 
wonder the theft remains undetected. Still we request the Inspector-General 
that special detectives may be engaged and the records of the case examined. 
Besides this, a highway robbery was committed in this police-station about 
the same time as the theft of the kerosine cases in question, in which ornaments, 
worth sixteen hundred, belonging to the widow of the late zamindar Rai 
Bahadur {Gobind Baliav Rai Mohassay, were robbed, ‘The worthless police of 
Balasore in this case also has not been able to recover the property or arrest the 
dacoits. We are obliged to invite the attention of His Honour for necessary 
orders, and also to request that orders be passed to enquire into the sanitary 
condition of the town, which is very bad now. Mortality appears to have 
increased also.” 


4, A correspondent of the same paper complains that the Managers of 
several tea-gardens in and about Munsibazar, in the 


Rape eae & Oye Maulvibazar subdivision of the Sylhet district, cruelly 
treat coolies who become unfit for work through age or disease. Many old, 
infirm and worn-out coolies, men and women, are seen hanging about the place 
and begging for bread. Not a few of them die by the roadside, and are then 
wretchedly buried by the police. A few days ago, a sickly cooly woman with 
a child five years old died near the local bazar, and the child has been kindly 
taken care of by a shop-keeper. It is said that the Managers of tea-gardens are 
in the habit of driving out diseased and infirm coolies with a view to show a 


decrease in tea-garden mortality. 


5. The same paper writes as follows :— 
een ee Onthe 5th October last, one Umanath Chau- 


A suspicious case of murder. dhuri of 23, Baburam Sil’s Lane, Calcutta, a 


ae how) pow 
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student of the Ripon College, left home in the evening with the ostensible object 
of going to the Sealdah Station to see a friend off. He hada dhuti, a chadur, 
and a pair of slippers on. He was expected to be back at night, but the whole 
night and a greater portion of the following day passed, but he did not turn 
up. Late in the evening his uncle received a telegram from one Babu Kunja- 
bihari Sarkar, a zamindar of Rajbandh, in the Burdwan district, informin 
him that Umanath was dangerously ill. Umanath’s uncle started at once for 
Rajbandh with a doctor. but when he reached his destination he found 
Umanath dead. On inquiry he ascertained the following facts:— 
On the 6th October at about 9 or 10 a.m., Umanath went to the zamindar’s 
house and told him that he had come to Rajbandh the previous night with a 
view to see a friend who lives at Gopalpur near the station. On his way to his 
friend’s house, he was waylaid by dacoits, who robhed him of his shoes, coat, 
and six rupees in cash and forced some liquid substance down his throat. He 
lay the whole night on the field. In the morning he went to the station and 
begged one rupee and five annas of the Station Master, who, only advised him 
to come to the zamindar’s house. ‘The zamindar treated him kindly. After 
bathing and eating his dinner, Umanath went to sleep. At 2 ord P.M., the 


ad 


zamindar Babus, trying to rouse him, found him dangerously ill, and at once 
telegraphed to his uncle at Calcutta. 

The case is somewhat suspicious, and there is something, mysterious in 
connection witn it. Umanath went to the Sealdah Station. How did he then 
manage to go to Rajbandh? He had a dhuti,a chadar, and a pair of slippers 
on when he lett home. How did he huppen to possess shoes, a coat, and 
some money when at Rajbandh? ‘The case does not seem to bea case of 
dacoity, though the police enquiring into it are treating it as such a case, 
There should be a police inquiry at Calcutta, and the case should be placed in 
the hands of able detectives. 


6. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Nilphamari, in the 

Rangpur district, complains of anomalies in 

A complaint in connection with ¢@onnection with official tours. Touring officials are 
official tours. : : . , we . 

in the habit of pressing curts into their service. 

Last year the District Superintendent of Police pressed eight or nine carts into 

his service, and only nominally paid fr them. It is to be expected that the 

Lieutenant-Governor will put a stop to this anomalous state of things. 
7. The Som Prakash of the 9th November requests the District Superin- 


: _ tendent of Police, Hoogily, to instruct his sub- 
_A police precaution suggested In ordinates to keep caretul watch in places like 
view of the scarcity. 


Nasrayer khal, Chitermar Pukur near Magra, 
Alengkarar Math near Pandua, Kalyan Sri bridge within the jurisdiction of the 
Pandua thana, and Kamardingir knal near Guptipara, where highway robberies 
were frequently committed at one time, Badmashi will be rife in the country 
now that food-graing are selling at a dear price. 


8. The Sulabh Dainik of the 10th November writes as follows :— 


POR Ln Will the accidental deaths of black men at the 
Flay oy Fo Pha by English- hands of white men never be at an end? Whenever 


we hear that a black man has met with his death 

at the hands of a white man, we conclude that the occurrence was due to 2 
mistake, for a white man does not kill a black one deliberately, and even in the 
few cases in which white men kill black men by way of : port, the mishap must 
be attributed to a temporary mental aberration. But is there no remedy for 
these fatal mistakes? Are these mistakes mistakes which cannot be corrected ? 
It is no use referring to past occurrences of this nature. A mistake of this 
kind occurred very lately. Lieutenant Scott of Simla is a military man. His 
gun is his constant companion, and hunting is with him an ev: 
This gallant soldier was out to shoot birds, 


a cooly. Three shots passed through the 


died. The medical Opinion in the case was that the man had met with his 
death from a fracture of the skull. 


b _ But no one cared to enquire how the skull 

come i a Settured. one very rightly, for no.sens:ble judge or juror should 

‘her his head about the cause of a native’s death. There 3 tig 
this case as to the cooly’s death, f here is no mista 


hebisiaiadl or that i broad istake 
consists in this that the shots struck the oes belly. pee. Oo. ee oe 


‘ry-day business. 
but instead of shooting birds he shot 
poor man’s belly, and instantly he 
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We have a question or two to ask in connection with this case. How was 
it that the Englishman shot a cooly when he meant to shoot birds? If he has 
not a steady hand, how is it that he holds the rank ofa Lieutenant? Again, a 
bird sitseither on a tree or on the brow of a hill, while coolies stand or sit on 
the earth below. How could then a shot aimed at a tree strike a cooly? But 
then people are found to commit even the most unimaginable mistakes. Some 
time sgo an Assam tea-planter shot a man, mistakirg him ior a serpent. One 
thing can be mistaken for another only when there isa resemblance between 
the two. A rope, for instance, can be mistaken for a serpent. But what 
earthly resemblance is there between a man and a serpent? but we have only 
to reflect that a man is liable to aberraiions in order to be convinced that a 
resemblance between two objects is not an invariable cause or condition of 
mistake. The mistake isin the mind. Let aman only think that this that 
I see befcre me is not aman, but a serpent, or that it 1s a serpent and nota 
man which I see. In the Simla case, too, the Lieutenant had only to think that 
what he saw before him wasa bird and not a man. Thought is free and 
mistakes are thought: crgo, mistakes are free! What is there then to prevent a 
man from shooting at random? His liability to error is his security and 
protection. 


But, my Lord, poor clerks sometimes make mistakes in their work. The 
mistakes they commit are not fatal, and yet they are punished for making 
them. A mistake made for the third or fourth time is punished with 
dismissal, and earns besides for the clerk who commits it a decoration on 
the breast in the shape of an impress of the booted foot of his English master. 
Boys appearing at examinations commit mistakes in their answers and are 
plucked, which is their punishment for such mistakes. But if mistakes that 
lead to homicide are not to be punished, no mistake on this earth cought to be 
punished, for none 1s half so bad. 


Whenever such mistakes in the shape of homicide occur, there is a trial. 
But there are also mistakes in those trials of mistakes, and the result is that 
the man guilty of homicide escapes with impunity. This mistake is beccming 
so epidemic that there are reasons to fear that if it is suffered to continue 
unchecked some time longer, Englishmen will say: ‘‘ Why do you make such 
aclamour? This is with us a hereditary mistake. How can you expect us to 
rectify it now?” We therefore urge beforehand that steps should be taken to 
rectify this mistake before it acquires a hereditary status, or it will do great 
harm and, in fact, will lead to the extirpation of the black. 


The authorities can easily rectify this mistake, if they please. We once 
heard that no soldier would be allowed to go a-hunting without permission. 
We again heard that a soldier who would kill a man by mistake would be liable 
to punishment. But such nostrums have done no good. The disease will not 
be cured without the application of a proper remedy. Such a remedy there is 
to be sure. but in the absence of a skilful physician, the proper remedy is not 
being applied, and the disease remains uncured. 


The Sovereign has not made separate laws for the black and the white. 
In India the same law applies both to the black and to the white. But those 
who administer the law make a distinction of black and white, We therefore 
ask those administrators of the law:—‘‘ Do you not regard the black people of 
this country as men? They too have hands and feet just as you have. 
They too eat and pass excretions just as you do. ‘lhe same blood that courses 
through your veins runs also through theirs. Do not imagine that the blood 
of these black men is black, while yours only is red. They have rather some- 
thing in their hearts which beats very loudly when they set about anything— 
a something that you call conscience, and that troubles you but little. If you 
had been troubled by it, you could not have pleaded mistake in every instance 
in which you kill a black man. Be that as it may, the disease 1s becoming 
epidemic. We therefore beseech you with folded hands to take steps to put 
a stop to such mistakes, or great harm will result. If you delight in man- 
slaughter, tell us su plainly. Keep us no longer in the dark, we beseech you. 
If you do not take delight in manslaughter, earn the blessings of the black 
people of this country by putting a stop to the prevalent mistake.” : 
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Nov. 6th, 1896. 


HitavaDl, 
Nov. 6th, 1896, 


- article that is said to have contained a libel on him. 
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(b)— Working of the Courés. 
9, The Hitaisht of the 3rd November writes as follows :— 


- Everybody who reads the daily papers knows 
Joint’ Maguteate ay Lieve. Deb, what reputation Mr. Girindra Narayan Deb has 


acquired as Joint-Magistrate of Alipore. He acts 
in a spirit of independence, and is never frightened by snubbings from superior 
officers. This has made him incur the displeasure of the Divisional Commis- 
sioner, Fortunately, however, this is the regime, not of the whimsical Sir 
Charles Elliott, but of the upright and large-hearted Sir Alexander Mackenzie, 
and it is hoped that the injustice which has been done to Mr. Deb will be 
remedied. Though a most efficient officer, Mr. Deb was superseded in Sir 
Charles Elliott’s time by many junior officers. Kumar Gopendra Krishna, for 


instance, who is his junior, is a District Judge, whilst he is still only a Joint- 
Magistrate. 


10. The Sulabh Daintk of the 6th November gives the following reasons for 


the growing unpopularity of the Native Hakims:— 
i 1. The Native Hakims being men placed in 
of Native Hakims. ios 


high position lose all touch with the mass of the 
people. They make themselves obsequiously humble even before a Kura- 
sian, but behave themselves in an overbearing manner towards the most res- 
pectable native. A native gentleman coming to the court of a Native Hakim 
as a witness cannot, therefore, consider his honour safe. Within his 
court, the Native Hakim completely forgets himself, never addresses any- 


body in the politer and more respectable form “4i*fq” etc., and becomes 
accustomed to the use of the less respectable form ‘“‘gfq,” etc. The threats of a 


Native Hakim often have a more injurious effect on the spleen of those who 
appear in his court than kicks from the booted feet of Europeans. 


2. The Native Hukimis equally ungentlemanly out of court. A gentleman 
visiting him at his house can expect no social amenities from his host, because 
the host is a Hakim. 

8. European Magistrates show every possible leniency to European 
offenders consistent with the provisions of the law. But Native Hukims, far 
from being lenient, deal with native offenders in the most rigorous manner 
ossible. Native Hakims have been known who, not content with inflicting a 
single form of punishment, have inflicted on the same culprit the punishments 
of whipping, fine, imprisonment, and solitary imprisonment for one and the 
same offence. A Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan some time ago sentenced an 


old man of eighty to nine months’ inprisonment. Even the District Judge 
was surprised at the cruelty of the sentence. 


11. The Hitavadt of the 6th November has the following :— 


~ ie - Qur readers are doubtless aware that Mr. 
im thes Mchestar Conee Hitavadi Shirreff, a powerful European indigo-planter of 


ee Jessore, has brought a libel case against this most 
insignificant newspaper, the Hitavadi, in the Meherpur Subdivisional Court, in 
the district of Nadia. But they have not yet heard that we have on that 
account through fear made ourselves scarce. Even our enemies will not 
readily believe this. Neverthless ‘‘the fact has been proved to the satisfac- 
tion” of the presiding officer uf the Meherpur Criminal Court. 


Let our readers hear the whole history of this amusing incident. We 
would not have referred to the matter at all at this time: it is only because we 
can feel no satisfaction until we have informed our friends and readers of our 
weal and woe that we have decided to give publicity to it in these columns. 


Our readers are aware that an article entitled “the Indigo-planters in 
Bengal” appeared in the Hitavadi. (Report on Native Papers for the 8th 
August 1896, paragraph 7 0.) In that article we gave a general description of 
indigo oppressions, and inserted a letter referring to Mr. Shirreff. It is that 
He has therefore brought 
ng Phin sebtividion of Meherpur, in the 
mies distant trom the railway station at Chuadangs. 
b bor it be that Mr. Shirreff has suffered the ud in his reputation in 

p‘ace or that the circulation of the Hitavadi is the largest there, the fact 


a charge of defamation against 
Nadia district, is 18 or 19 : on 
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remains that for some unknown reason it is at Meherpur that the case against 
this paper has been brought. 

o sooner was the charge brought then a warrant was issued. A case of 
defamation being a warrant case, the Joint-Magistrate, Mr. D. Weston, who 
is a fellow-countryman of Mr. Shirreff’s, thought that it would not be lawful 
to issue a summons, and accordingly issued a warrant. We have not yet seen 
the warrant, but are informed that it contained an order for bail to the 
amount of Rs. 250. Whether the order was given by the Joint-Magistrate 
or any other superior officer we cannot tell. Before the warrant reached 
Calcutta, the Durga Pwa holidays commenced, and the Hitavadi office was 
closed, and we repaired to Baidyanath to enjoy one or two weeks’ rest after 
a year’s laborious work. 

It is possible that the powerful Joint-Magistrate, Mr. Weston, fixed some 
one of these days (probably the 29th or 30th of October) for the hearing of 
the case. It seems we ought to have kept ourselves informed as to the day 
on which he would hear any particular case, or the particular day he would 
fix for the hearing of any particular case. We did nothing of the kind and 
remained inactive. We made no effort to obtain the information, and giving 
up our idea of spending the holidays in Baidyanath, we did not wait to receive 
with joined hands and in an attitude of se el his countryman’s charge 
and the warrant issued by his orders. All this proved too much for the 
Huzoor’s patience. He had no mercy for this meanest worm, and issued a 
proclamation. Hardly had we returned to Calcutta when the information 


reached us that a copy of the following proclamation had been affixed to the 
entrance to our ofiice :— 


Proclamation jor the attendance of the accused, 


‘Whereas a complaint has been made to me that Kaliprasanna Kavya- 
visharad of No. 70, Colootola Street, bas committed an offence punishable 
under sections 500 and 501 of the Indian Penal Code, and whereas the 
warrant that was issued for his arrest in regard theretv has been returned with 
the remark that the said Kaliprasanna K 
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Kaliprasanna 
Kavyavisharad has absconded, proclamation is hereby given that the said 
Kaliprasanna Kavyavisharad do within 30 days from this date appear in the 
Meherpur Criminal Court to answer the said charge.” 


D. WEsTon, 


Joint-Mayistrate. 
The 30th October 1896. 


We were surprised and stupefied on hearing this. But at length, as we 
thought of the Huzoor’s irresistible power, we found no reason to distrust the 
information, and returning to our place satisfied ourselves that it was correct. 


As to the charge itself, we shall at present say nothing. Let the case of , 


defamation brought by Mr. Shirreff be properly tried. What we have to say 
in regard toit will not be discussed now. But whatis all this? What we 
know is that the Joint-Magistrate occupies the sacred seat of a Judge, and 
being vested with powers by the Government of the Empress of India will 
dispense justice with impartiality. On the one hand, however powerful Mr. 
Shirreff may be, and however intimate a friend of the Magistrate, and however 
weak and insignificant on the other we may be, we never expected such treat- 
ment at that officer’s hand. That ‘“Kaliprasanna Kavyavisharad has abscond- 
ed,” and that the fact has been so easily “shown to his satisfaction”—will not 
all this appear rather strange to the public? 

One word more. The Magistrate, Mr. Weston, is an Englishman, and both 
in English society and among the Anglo-Indians here hasa name and reputation 
for learning, intelligence, and respectability. Do we, too, not possess an equal 
amount of influence in our own country and our own community? Does he 
really think so? Or why did he all of a sudden issue such a warrant before 
the office bad re-opened after the holidays and work had been properly resumed, 


avyavisharad could not be found,,. 
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or think that ‘‘ Kaliprasanna Kavyavisharad has absconded ?” Is all this fiageo 
due to the difference between the two men—one a most puissant and invinci: 
ble Judge and the other a poor weak Brahman ? 

We are not very anxious on account of this petty case of ours. If the 
matter only serves to attract the attention of the authorities to the way justice 
is administered in the mufassal, we shall not mind any inconvenience oo hard- 
ship to which we may be subjected in this connection. If our own sufferin 
should prove the means of removing the sufferings of others, all such sufferin 
would be welcome to us. As the saying has it—‘‘ We have got a bunch of fruit 
even before climbing to the top of the tree.” And if our bitter experience 


but proves the means of benefiting others, we shall not be sorry that we have 
| been thus made to suffer. 
AINIK-O-SAMACHAR 


! 12. Referring to the Meherpur defamation case against the Hitavadi 
CHANDRIKA,. neg . 
Nov. 11th. 1596 newspaper, the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 
lee ces esas The Meherpur defamation case T 
casi he Eittaead?. 11th November says that the peon of the Meherpur 


Court did wrong if, on not finding the accused 
editor in Calcutta during the Durga Pua holidays, he made a report to the 
effect that the accused had absconded, Is it possible that a man like Kavya. 
visharad, the editor of the Hitavadi, should abscond because there is pending 
only a libel case against him? The Joint-Magistrate, too, made quite an un- 
necessary fuss by issuing a proclamation against the accused on the strength of 
the peon’s report. However that may be, the accused should be permitted to 
transfer his case to any convenient place. Mr. Shirreff, the complainant, will 
not be inconvenienced if the case is transferred to, say, Alipore, Hooghly or 
Krishnagar ; but the accused, being the editor of a weekly paper in Calcutta, 
will be seriously inconvenienced if the case is tried in Meherpur. To keep 


himself above suspicion, the Joint-Magistrate of Meherpur cannot be too careful 
in deciding the case if it is heard in Meherpur. 
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(d)— Education. 


_*Hiravapr, 13. The Hitavadi of the 6th November says that Mahamahopadhyaya 
Nov 7th, 1996, Pandit Maheschandra Nyayaratna has served the 
State with such signal ability that to deny hima 
special pension would have been an act of injustice. By granting the Pandit a 
special pension, the Secretary of State has shown a true appreciation of merit. 


Everybody in this country will, no doubt, be glad to learn that the Pandit has 
been granted a special pension. 
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Nyayaratna’s special pension, 


SANJIVANT, 14. The Sanivani of the 7th November observes that none but a man 
Nov. 7th, 1896. : with an unimpeachable character and exuberant 
— of the Bethune Joa] and enthusiasm for the promotion of a 


education should be appointed to the post of 
Secretary to the Bethune College, left vacant by Mr. Monmohan Ghosh. 


15. The same puper understands that at the last Middle Vernacular 
pre Nanna ee Scholarship examination held at Baharu, under the 

| jurisdiction of the Jaynagar thana in the 24- Par- 

ganas district, a candidate got the questions answered by a friend and 
handed the paper over to the authorities after putting down his name therein. 
It is said that the boy’s father is trying to get him passed through the instru- 
mentality of a friend on the Local Board. The boy was caught red-handed 
three days consecutively, and one of the Sub-Inspectors of Schools in attendance 
was about to turn him out when he was prevented by another. If this be 
true, the educational authorities sheuld teach a sound lesson to the offending 
Sub-Inspector. The papers of the Baharu centre should be carefully examined, 
and the authorities will not fail to find out that the paper of the candidate in 


question isin the handwriting of two different persons. The writer will, if 


required, gladly furnish the authorities with th f th eae 
date and the Sub-Inspector of Schools, ee a 


SANJIVANI, 


SANJIVANI, 


16. The same paper expresses its satisfaction at the circular letter . issued 


. y Dr. Martin to the t\xaminers in Arithmetic at 

The Arithmetic paper at the last . ae he ° 
Middle Vernacular Pind. Middle ‘He last Middle Vernacular and Middle English 
English Examinations. examinations. The Officiating Director of Public 


Instruction has done justice to the candidates. 
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17. The Bangavasi of the 7th November hopes that the Director 
Ni — = Public Instruction’s circular regarding the 
the Arithmetic paper in the Middie Arithmetic paper in the last Middle Ver- 
English and Middle Vernacular nacular and Middle English examinations will 
exeminations. satisfy all concerned in the affair. The examiner 
has been taken to task, and justice has been done to the examinees, who, it is 
hoped, will pardon the erring examiner. 

18. The Hitaishi of the 10th November expresses its approval of the special 
pension which has been granted to Mahamaho- 
padhyaya Mahes Chandra Nyayaratna, and says 
that the Secretary of State has rewarded merit, 


Nyayaratna’s special pension. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


19. The Santipur correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 2nd November 

| , says that as cases of fever and cholera are found 

, peg og Range pt Mu- in the town, the municipal authorities of the place 

spies 3 should take steps to prevent an outbreak of the 

two diseases in an epidemic form, like that in which they prevailed last year, 

and carried off a large number of people. The Rds jdird festival in Santipur 

is near, and the Rds meld Committee should see that better arrangements for 

the melé are made this year than were made last year. Privy arrangements 

and the provision of a cholera shed should receive the special attention of 
the authorities. 

20. The Datnik-o-Samdchér Chandrika of the 5th November says that 
though Baraset, in the 24-Parganas district, has 
been constituted a Municipality, it is inreality only 
a village stricken by malaria, which has carried off 
a large part of its population and made many leave it for good. It is full of 
jungle, because most of the residents have not the means to clear their lands. 

here are privies in a few houses, but they can be dispensed with, because every 
house has attached to it plenty of waste land, which can be used for such pur- 
poses. Under these circumstances, it would be improper to compel the rate- 
payers to construct a vrivy in every house, and most unwise to impose a 
privy-tax. The municipal authorities of Baraset seem to be going mad over 
the hobby of converting Baraset into a town like Calcutta. Witness the 
Baraset Park, the formation of which was opposed in this paper. The 
Municipality should pay due regard to the protest of the rate-payers against 
the imposition of a privy-tax. Even under Warren Hastings, when Baraset 
was the head-quarters of the district and in the hey-day of its glory, no one 
was compelled to construct a privy in his house. | 

21. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 7th November complains 

of the conduct of the Chairman of the Maulvi Bazar 
PR in oes of ihe ra Local Board in the Sylhet district. At a meeting 
azar Local Board in the wy"et of the Board, held on the 15th September last, 

there was a discussion about the selection of a site 
for the establishment ofa dispensary. ‘There was a difference of opinion on 
this point among the members. The Chairman was for establishing the dis- 
pensary at Manik Singh’s Bazar, and he was supported by the European 
members. The native members were, on the other hand, for establishing the 
dispensary at Samserganj. The opposition of the native members threw the 
Chairman into a pet. He roundly rated them, and insisted on their changing 


their opinion. (Simtatal al afew Ziae el Teel gadi afm TAA; ANT TAA, FAA 
Biriata WS cry Te) It is strange that the members did not then and there 


protest against the Chairman’s conduct. The Chief Commissioner of Assam 
should take the conduct of the Chairman of the Local Board into his 
consideration. | 
22. The Mihir-o-Sudhékar of the 7th November cannot understand why 
: a light-headed young man, easily influenced by 
wrbe,Chairman of the Midnapore flattery, has been appointed to a responsible post 
—_— like the Chairmanship of the Midnapore Munici- 
pality. The partiality shown by Mr. K. B. Dutt, the Chairman in question, 
towards his co-religionists and his injustice towards Musalman rate-payers have 


The Privy question in the Bara- 
set Municipality. 
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BANGAVASI, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 


HITAISHI 
Nov. 10th, 1896, 


Som PRAKASH, 
Nov. 2nd, 1896. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 5th, 1896, 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 


MIHIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Nov. 7th, 1895, 


SULABH DalINik, 
Nov. 9th, 189 . 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 4th, 1896. 
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been such as to make him unfit for the post. Though there is a provision in 
the Bengal Municipal Act requiring every butcher within any municipal area 
to get animals whose meat is intended for sale slaughtered in the munici 
slaughter-house, and there are separate slaughter-houses situated at a distance 
from each other for use by Hindu and Musalman butchers in the Midnapore 
Municipality, the Chairman has yielded to the illegal demand of the Hindy 
butchers to exempt them from the necessity of having their animals slaughtered 
in the publie slaughter-house. The Musalman butchers, however, have been 
granted no such exemption. Again, the license fee of each Hindu butcher 
has been fixed at Rs. 9 only, whilst that of each Musalman butcher has been 
fixed at Rs. 12. The exemption mentioned above has, moreover, freed the 
Hindu butchers from the liability to pay the tax which is levied at the muni- 
cipal slaughter-house on each head of animal slaughtered. This means a 
considerable gain to the Hindu butchers, whilst the Musalman butchers labour 
under the disadvantage of not only paying a higher license fee, but also of 
paying a tax of one anna for each goat and two annas for each cow 
slaughtered by them. es 

Babu Ramdin Bhattacharyya, Vice-Chairman of the Municipality, is a 
most upright and competent officer. But finding that he cannot pull with the 
present Chairman, who interferes with his independence, he has, at present, 
gone on three months’ leave, and intends to retire for good. Babu Kailash 
Chandra Ghosh, a retired Deputy Magistrate, officiated for a month in the 
place of Ramdin Babu. But he, too, has resigned. Babu Srinivas Gui, 
Pleader of the Judge’s Court, is now the Officiating Vice-Chairman, but it is 
certain that he will have little independence and freedom of action under the 
present Chairman. | 

Two posts in the municipal office lately fell vacant, and among others 
three Musalman candidates applied for the same. But the posts were given 
to two Hindus, one of them being a man who can only read and write in 
Bengali, and is far inferior in point of merit to any of the three Musalman 
candidates. There is not a single Mussalman clerk in the near office. _ 

It is hoped that the District Magistrate and the Lieutenant-Governor will 
direct their attention to the doings of the present Chairman of the Midna- 
pore Municipality, and remove the anarchy which is prevailing in it, | 


23. The Sulabh Daintk of the 9th November says that the Municipal author: 


eee rities of Calcutta can talk and waste money, but are 

oe eee ee quite negligent of their duties. In the bubonic 
act scare they have directed their attention only to the Barabazar and 
altala sections, employing a few additional mehters and carts to cleanse them, 
as if all other sections of the town were models of purity and cleanliness. A 
suspicious case of death from fever with glandular swellings occurred a few 
days ago in Raja Rajbullub’s Street in the northern section of the town. 
What does Dr. Simpson say to this? Will he now direct his attention to 
cleansing that filthy quarter? The number of carts and sweepers should be 
increased and all sweepings should be removed twice, once in the morning 


and once in the evening. The open drains in Raja Harendra Krishna’s lane 
are in a most filthy condition. 3 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. | 


24, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th November observes tha 


Management of Wards’ Estates, 22 ™anaging Court of Wards’ Estates the first and 
foremost consideration of the Government should 

be to free them from all encumbrances. The Government of India rightl 
observes that in making improvements in these estates, Government ofacials 


should adopt only those methods which are universally admi 

so} y tted to be the 

right methods. But then there are no thods whi ) f itted 
t The it gh methods which are uni ersally admitte 


Di efore cannot be too cautious in the manage 
ment of wards’ estates. Western methods do not and cannot suit the 


eastern soil. They are very likely to do the countr 
more harm than good. 
Sir a Eden never allowed the agricultural Ssthoda of the west to be 


introduced into this country, and it is natu is fai isci 
elo ral to expect that hi ] disciple 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, will follow his master’s th the fos = 
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(9)—Ratlways and communications, including candle Gnd irrigation. 

95. The Aitavadi of the 6th November says:—At 12 noon on the 2nd 

ae - November last, we witnessed with our own eyes 

hid alee ales at the As on act of oppression on the part of a railway officer 
at the Asansol station. Some railway coolies 

were pulling a goods trolly along the platform with all imaginable liligence, 
but as they drew near, the Assistant Station-Master, Mr. a ys | kicked one 
of these poor men on the back, telling him to be quicker. It wo d seem from 
this that European railway officers look upon coolies as worse than beasts. 

We are surprised that these brutes have not been brought to their.senses even. 
under the administration of the able Agent, Colonel Gardiner. Oppression of 
natives on railways is probably again going on unchecked during Colonel 
Gardiner’s absence. The Hon'ble Babu Surendranath Banerji was also a 
witness of this occurrence. It is hoped that the officiating Agent will énquire 
into the matter. | , 

26. A correspondent of the same paper says that water is badly needed 
for irrigation purposes on the tract between Ulubaria 
and Midnapore. ‘The local Canal Company, how- 
ever, refuses to grant water for irrigation purposes, 
on the ground that that will necessitate the stopping of steamer traffic for seven 
or eight days. But the crops are about to wither and the raiyats are in great 
distress. ‘The Canal Company is therefore requested to stop steamer traffic 
aud grant the required water. 

— 27. The Sulabh Dainit of the 6th November points out the inconvenience 
which native ladies travelling on the Darjeeling- 
Re Himalayan Railway suffer on account of the absence 
of a waiting-room for them at the Siliguri station, where all trains generally 
stop for an hour. T’he absence of such a waiting-room also prevents native 
ladies from deriving any benefit from the native hotel at the station, where 
food cooked in an orthodox Hindu style can be had. No separate compart- 
ment for native ladies is provided on the trains running between Saraghat: and 
Siliguri. Only one compartment is set apart for ladies of all creeds and 
nationalities in each train. But it is exceedingly inconvenient for pardanishin 
native ladies to travel in the same compartment of a railway carriage with 
Christian ladies who do not observe the parda system. 


28. <A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 7th November complains 

wh, eta Salis. ena against the District Traffic Superintendent of 
tendent, Purnea. SO ~SC*é<iPturrnneak, It; is alleged that the official in question 
isa mad man. He became insane when at Dacca 

and went home for treatment. He has come back and is playing his pranks 
again. Mismanagement reigns supreme in his office, and about five hundred 
people who serve under him have been thrown into a panic. A few days’ 
ago he transferred the Station Master of Barsai to Purnea. ‘I'he Station Master 
with his whole family was suffering from fever, and he prayed that he might 
be allowed to stay at Barsai for a few days more or a leave on medical 
certificate for a month. But the Traffic Superintendent was: acting from a 
caprice. He rejected the poor Station Master’s application.’ The latter, how- 
ever, submitted a medical certificate and an application for leave. ‘This threw 
the Traffic Superintendent into a rage. He suspended the Station Master 
and ordered him to at once leave the house he occupied. The Station Master 
in despair telegraphed to the Traffic Manager at Calcutta, upon which the 
Traffic Superintendent personally went to the Station’ Master’s house and 
turned him out with his family. The poor man will most probably prosecute 
the Superintendent for criminal trespass. The Traffic Superintendent is by 
the way in the habit of turning to his own use anything and everything 
that he takes a fancy to, and he does not stop to inquire whether it belongs to 

the Railway Company or the railway employés, | 

29. The East Indian Railway Company makes a large profit every year. 

-— A proposal has been set on foot to the effect that 

os Beenie Sow. fares on instead of reaping such a large Tr the Company 
should reduce the goods and passenger fares. 

The Bangavasi of the 7th November does not approve of this proposal on the 


Weter for irrigation purposes 
from the Midnapore canal, 


Railway grisvances. 


HrravaDi, 
Nov. 6th, 1896, 


HITavVaDI. 


SoLABH DAINIK, 
Nov. 6th, 1896. 


SANJIVANI, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 


BaNGAVASI, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 


“ --; ae Art = 9 ee 2 ns aie a eee 
LR ae Oi <a. Rpt ses “aan ae Al ee Ba ee Saal Beth ect >, 7 Sale ; 
‘ - OS Daeg ai a ans oes PS ee ate Yee ee. t awe cy ae a, * 
ee, ; : 5 : et oa Pee SAD ond, e 
* + gah eee 2 Th oh hese S pas pe GT SS sh 
> ‘ eet - g er? = 


LER SE 


BaNGAVaA8I, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 


BanGavasl, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 


( 1056 ) 


ground that it will facilitate the exportation of food -grains and the importation 
of articles of foreign manufacture. Instead of reducing the fares, the Compan 
should better try to remove the inconveniences of the third and intermediate 
class passengers. Reduction of fares by the way is a capital idea from the 
business point of view. It is calculated to increase the traffic and thereby 
increase the Company’s profit as well. Make railway journey cheap and you 
are sure to increase railway traffic. The extended sale of foreign goous is due 
to their cheapness. ‘he introduction of cheap post-cards has increased postal 
revenue. The reduction of railway fares during the Puja holidays increases 
railway traffic. The more will religiousness die out in the world, the more will 
such tricks be resorted to for money. 


80. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the Kaikala 


The Keiksla Kiel in the khal near Haripal in the Hooghly district has 


Aietrict. silted up. For the sake of sanitation this kha 
—— should be dredged. 


(h)—General. 


81. The Bangavasi of the 7th November has the following :— 

It isa common complaint that scarcity of water 
is being more and more keenly felt in Bengal. 
We cannot say whether the Government has found out the cause of 
this growing scarcity of water, but there can be no doubt that this 
gradual diminution in the country’s water-supply has given it cause for 
anxiety. Sir Charles Elliott passed the Drainage Act in the teeth of 
public opposition. The time has come to judge whether Sir Charles Elliott's 
measure is likely to do the country any good, The late Lieutenant-Governor 
no doubt passed the measure with the object of improving the sanitation of the 
country, which has of late years deteriorated on account of the silting up of 
rivers and other water channels. It is not certain whether the dredging of 
these rivers and canals will :mprove the sanitation of the country, but it is sure 
that their diedging will to a certain extent increase its water-supply. 


It must have been observed by all that the Bengal rivers are gradually and 
steadily silting up. ivers in which ships used to navigate even in winter 
have now become impassable even by country boats. ‘lhe Bhagirathi is the 
chief of the rivers which drain Western and Central Bengal, but it is now in a 
miserable condition, Even dogs and jackals can now cross it. The branches 
and tributaries of the Bhagirathi are in a still more miserable condition. The 
Kumar, the Bhsirab, the Kabadak (Kapotakshya', the Jamuna and the 
Saraswati have long since been obstructed. The remaining rivers are silting 
up one by one. The silting up of a river causes the devastation of a large 
tract of country by epidemic and famine. Chars have been formed even in the 
beds of the Padma, the Meghna aad the Brahmaputra. Sir Charles Elliott 
would have done far better if instead of trying to dredge the silted up rivers, 
he had tried to prevent the silting up of the flowing rivers which still water 
the country and drain it. If any other Lieutenant-Governor tries to do what 

Sir Charles has left undone, he will earn the gratitude of the people. 

The silting up of the rivers has also done harm to the Government by 
materially diminishing its revenue in the shape of tolls. The rivers having 
silted up, the river traffic has materially diminished. If the obstructions in the 
rivers are removed, there is sure to be an increase in the river traffic, as traders 
prefer water routes to overland routes. An increase of river traffic is sure 
to be followed by an increase of tolls. The silting up of rivers has not only 
diminished the public revenue, but has aiso thrown native boatmen out of 
employment. It has also diminished the water-supply of the country. How 


will the people fare if all the rivers silt up, leaving the country high and dry 
and devoid of water? | ’ 


As revards the sanitation of the country, 


will be a calamity. Should that calamity happen, Bengal will be turned 
into a hot bed of epidemics. The country vill 44 “devastated and denuded of 
human beings, and those that will survive will, disease-ridden, drag on a 
miserable existence. The silting up of rivers will also diminish the income of 
the District Boards and thereby cripple their resources by reducing ferry 


The silting up of Bengal rivers. 
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collections. If people can walk across rivers, why should they pay the ferry- 
man? 


There is another circumstance to be considered. The silting up of rivers 
is sure to diminish Bengal’s fish-supply. Fish is @ chief article of food in 
Bengal, and any diminution of its supply will be a heavy loss to the fish-loving 
Bengali. Fish has already become scarce where it was plentiful before. 
Even on the banks of the Padma, where four hilsa fish could be had for one 
pice, one hilsa fish will now cost you four annas. 


The well-wishers of the country should take all the:e facts into their 


consideration and try their best to prevent the calamity which stares the people 
in the face. It is not yet too late to mend. 


II].—LEGIsLaTIve. 


82. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 5th November makes the pinnx-o-Samacnae 


| aaa following observations on the Government of 
ouapiad tela oidisiion. on the India’s Resolution on the report of the Committee 

wae which was appointed to frame rules for the in- 
spection and regulation of mining operations in India :— 


The proposal of the Government of India to make the owners and not the 
managers of mines, large as well as small, responsible for all violation of the pro- 
posed rules, will compel many to wind up their mining concerns, as those who do 
mining on a small scale are not able to keep efficient managers on large salaries. 
The owners of large mines will not be inconvenienced by this rule; for they as 
arule entertain Kuropean managers on large salaries. ‘The rule that all except 
very small mines will have to be placed under the management of certificated 
managers, will cause severe hardship to those mine-owners who cannot afford to 
keep highly paid managers. The Sibpur College is giving instruction in mining, 
but has not yet turned out certificated managers, and when it will do so, such 
managers will not be available on small salaries. On the other hand, men 
who have gained experience in mining operations, but do not hold certificates, 
will have to be deprived of their appointments. Kumar Dakhineswar Malia 
strongly objected to this rule, but his protest has not been heeded. One fails 
to see the necessity of all this rigour, which is calculated to injure small 
mines, when occasional inspection by a certificated public inspector may serve 
the purpose. Mining operations have been so long carried on in India under 
uncertificated managers, but Indian mines have never had to record serious 
accidents like those which have happenedin England. One cannot say how 
the Court of Arbitration proposed will work 


Railways have been protected against risk from undermining, but why 
has no provision been made for extending a similar protection to villages and 
private houses ? 


Relying upon Mr. Grundy’s report, Government says :—“It would seem 


that the employment under ground of growing children must tend to produce ¢ 


stunted bodies and impaired health, while its prohibition would not appreciably 
hamper the mining industry.” But both Indian miners and mine owners 
hold a different view, and even the Anglo-Indians and their newspapers have 
objected to the definite age limit of fourteen years. The prohibition of the 
employment of children underground will seriously hamper the industry, as 
well as interfere with the earnings of labourers. Adult labourers in this, 
country will rather give up working in mines than consent to an arrangement. 
under which they will have to leave their children behind, specially when the. 
latter can eke out their poor incomes by doing what little work they can. 


It matters not how heavily the proposed rules sit upon the Indian mining 
industry, for they are rules framed in the interest of English miners and 
mine owners. The Indian Factories Act was passed in order to please English, 
mill owners and labourers, and now a law relating to Indian mines must be 
passed in order to please English mine owners and to keep the labourers work- 
ing in English mines from joining the socialist movement. Unless both those 
sets of men are kept in humour, Government must not count upon their votes 
at the next election. ‘There is nO socialist movement in India; the Indian 


labourer need not, therefore, be feared. 


CHANDRIKA, 
Nov. 5th, 1896. 
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V.—PRospects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE: 


42. Al Punch of the 20th October says that a body of cultivators: met 
the Governor of Bombay the other day and asked 


a Rann By the Indians him to save their lives by giving them food. His 


Excellency sent the mob back with an empty 
promise that he would try his best to help them. Does not such misery of the 

eople convince the authorities of India’s poverty? Alas, if India had 
fon governed by her own sons, everything would have been quite right. 
The present Government, which is in the hands of foreigners, has no sympathy 
with the people. 


384. The Hitaishi of the 3rd November is glad to find the Government 
not keeping upits wonted attitude of indifference to 
the people in their distress. It is highly gratifying 
to find Lord Elgin, Sir Antony MacDonnell and Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
doing their best to avert a famine. In his speech at Simla, the Vicero 
admitted the existence of scarcity, and the duty which rests with the Govern- 
ment of doing its best to remove it. His Excellency also called upon the rich 
people of the country to be open-handed. He did not, however, admit either 
that the scarcity now existing was very severe or that there was any imminent 
danger of a famine. Assurances were given that the suffering people would be 
employed on relief works like railway and canal extension, and that ten lakhs 
of rupees had been kept ready for the purpose. The District Boards too have 
been instructed to spend larger amounts than they do in other — on public 
works like the construction of roads and excavation of canals. All this is 
re-assuring no doubt, but this will not be enough. It is hoped that if neces- 
sity arises Government will spend more for relief of distress, and that the rich’ 
people of the country too will not remain indifferent to the distress of their 
fellow countrymen. 


35. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th November has the 
following :— 

Famine is impending and Government and 
the people alike arehard put to it to meet the calamity. It will be committing. 
a great sin if the officials allow people to die of starvation. We live under the 
benign rule of Her Most Gracious Mujesty, the Queen-Empress, and her kind. 
heart will break if even a single individual dies an untimely death for want of 
food. All officials from the Governor-General to the Deputy Collector should 
bear this in mind. Our cry does not reach England; for to make ourselves heard. 
by the English people, the English Parliament and the English Sovereign, we 
must cry in English which we do not do. Our views should be explained to. 
the officials, and we think they are. Otherwise what are the official transla- 
tions of vernacular papers for ? We hope that whatever is being written in the - 
vernacular papers about famine is being translated for the Government. The 
translation of such writings should not be brief, and the weekly report on 
native papers should be regularly sent to the high officials both here and in 
England. It is true that the Government is keeping-the Secretary of State 
acquainted with the prospects of the crops and the condition of the people, 
but he should not be allowed to depend solely on official report. The British’ 
authorities, specially the Queen Kmpress, should be acquainted with the views 
of the Native Papers. We have full confidence in the Government. We do ‘not 
suspect it. We do not mean to find fault with it. But then the resources .of our 
Government are limited. The lion’s share of its revenue is absorbed by the 

armv, its want is eternal, and it can rarely make the two ends meet. It has 
not the power to curtail its expenditure even if it has the will todo so. India 
is. the land of beggars, whereas England is the land of millionaries. In this 
distress. India need not feel ashamed even to stand begging at England’s 
door. It is the custom with the zamindar’s amla to conceal the poverty of the 
Eels We earnestly pray the amla, the naibs aud gomashtas of the great 
a; es pomnceel, so to speak, in India not to conceal or make light of the 

stress. of the people. Let the distress be faced and remedied before it is t00 


late. The simplest remed Se tes 
bd - ° can cure _ Mf nd i 
stitch in time ate tine, y a disease if it is administered in time. A 


Government in the scarcity. 


The impending famine. 
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One word to the leaders of the Indian National Congress. In this crisis, 
they should devote their whole time and energy to the devising of means for 
the saving of human lives. The Calcutta session of the Congress should be 
postponed. Let rather delegates be sent all over the a an for collecting infor- 
mation and studying the condition of the people in the different parts of India, 
to determine the extent of distress in different places; to observe what steps 
are being taken by the people as well as by the Government to cope with thie 
famine, and how far they are adequate for the purpose ; to determine how far 
laxity should be observed in the collection of revenue; to observe what ste 
are being taken to raise public subscriptions and grant ¢accavi advances to the 
raiyats; to ascertain what relief operations are being undertaken and what 
measures are being adopted to open annachhatras. The Congress delegates 
should minutely inquire into these and other things. In fact, they should do 
for the people what the officials are doing for the Government. By doing this 
they will not not only earn credit and renown, but will also increase the pres- 
tige and political importance of the Congress,—in fact they will do what a 
hundred sittings of the Congress can never expect to do. ‘They will help the 
Government, supplement its knowledge, and strengthen its hands. They will 
have to act not as rivals or opponents of the officials, but as their friends, 
advisers and guides. All officials do not possess a sufficient knowledge of the 
gn The people also do not venture to open their hearts before the officials. 

. Pe Congress delegates act as interpreters between the rulers and the 
ruled. 


A single sitting of the Congress costs two or three lakhs of rupees. Three 
lakhs of rupees can feed one lakh of people for one month. This money 
should not, therefore be squandered, Let the discussion of all questions of 
high politics be postponed fot the present. By far the most predominating 
importance should now be attached to the question of food, to the ‘‘ belly 
question” that is to say. Atleast one paper should be published in eve 
Province with the sole object of keeping the Government fully acquainted wit 
the condition of the people. These papers should be printed in English and 
their columns should be devoted to famine news and widely circulated in England 
to draw the attention of the charitable English public to the distress of the 
people. Their object should be to guide and inform the officials, to supple- 
ment their information and correct their mistakes, 


36. The Rifu-t-am of Oudh, observes the same paper, advised the Govern- p, wis-o-Samacuar 
iii ment of the North-Western Provinces to buy up = Cuanpara, 
oT ' corn and sell it at a reduced price, thereby lower- ‘Nov. “th, 1896. 

ing the prevailing high prices of food-grains. But eo great is British faith in 

free-trade that Sir Antony MacDonnell has rejected this excellent proposal. 

His Honour argues, though not very cogently in our —- that Government 

competition or interference will only serve to prejudicially affect the impor- 

tation of food-grains. We do not understand how importation can be dimin- 

ished if the demand for food-grains does not decrease, and the Government is 

willing to carry on importation. ‘The fact is, free trade must be maintained at 

any cost, and in 1874 Lord Northbrook rejected Sir George Campbell’s 

proposal to stop export of corn and spent seven crores of rupees in coping with 

the famine which could be met more easily and cheaply if export of grains 

were stopped. This year too Mr. Egerton, Magistrate of Arrah, incurred the 

displeasure of Sir Alexander Mackenzie by advising the prohibition of the 


export of corn. 


387. The HAitavadi of the 6th November writes as follows i— a Hiravani, 
) Tidings of distress are pouring in from all = ov mh 106 
Government in the distress. quarters. Government, which has misappropriated 


the Famine Fund, now calls upon the Rajas and zamindars to be liberal with 
their money. The Rajas and zamindars of this country have vever been 
wanting in sympethy with their distressed tenants. What we have to object to 
is that any oflicial pressure should be put upon them for affording euch relief, — 
for such pressure, as is well known to all who have been subjected to it, is a 
prolific source of mischief. What we have to urge upon Government in this 
connection is that it should do its own duty at this crisis without calling upon 


the zamindars to affurd any help. ° 


HitavaDI, 
Nov. 6th, 1896. 


BaNGaVasSl, 
Nov, 7th, 1896. 
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Even Lord Elgin has had to. admit that there is famine or, at any rate, its 
premonitory symptoms in the land. _ ee 

We do not say that lp pet is = ea . pron = vay it is 
not spending anything for the people’s relief. But it has said nothing ag 
as +0 what it on a 9 do this ses about the revenue demands. Need we sap 
that this is a very bad year for the zamindars with their tenants starving anq 
themselves unable to realise rent from them? Government ought to put off it, 
revenue demands till a more favourable season, If Government presses the 
zamindars for revenue, they too, in their turn, will be obliged to press their 
tenants for rent, and that will make the position of the tenants even worse than 
it is, If zamindars are not pressed for revenue, they may find it possible to 
afford their tenants the relief which Government expects them to grant. 

At this crisis Government should act in concert with the zamindars, [f 
strangers are entrusted with the superintendence of relief works, those who 
really need help will not obtain it. Government will therefore do well to 
appoint respectable local zamindars to superintendent such works, subject to 
the supervision of the local Magistrate. 

Besides opening relief works, arrangements should be made for the relief 


of respectable people in distress—people who will not work on Government 


relief works or beg from door to door for food. Food should be. sent to the 
houses of such people. ; 

We must also protest against the action of Magistrates in compelling 
tradesmen to sell paddy at cheap prices as an unwarrantable interferency with 
individual freedom. 

We hope that Government will be up and doing at once. The prospect of 
the autumnal crops is hopeless in many places. If prompt relief measures are 
not adopted, many people will be likely to die of starvation. 

38. The same paper hopes that Government will favourably consider the 
petition of the clerks of the Accountant-General’s 
office for an increase of pay in this scarcity. The 
petitioners urge that all provisions having become 
dear, they find great difficulty in maintaining their families, and that if the 
bubonic plague ever makes its appearance in Calcutta, their ill-fed and emaciat- 
ed families will fall the first victims to it. The clerks are really objects of 

ity. 

— 39. The Bangavast of the 7th November observes that the prospects of the 
nan ee crops in Bihar are extremely gloomy. No rain, 
a and crops have withered in the fields. The pros- 
pects of the rubi crops, too, are hopeless. The zamindars find it hard to pay 
the land revenue, and are not likely to do any substantial help to the starving 
rr The prices of food-yrains have risen verv high in the course of a month, 
and labourers have been thrown out of work. The Government has in certain 
cases temporarily increased the pay of menial servants, and has asked the 
District Boards to dig wells and spend whatever they can on famine relief works. 
Very good arrangements are being made on paper for the saving of human 
lives, but the public cannot be reassured before they see human lives actually 
saved. ‘T’he state of affuirs is critical indeed; rice godowns and boats are 
being looted, and there was a rumour afloat that rice godowns would be lovted 

in Cossipore, near Calcutta. | 


40. Correspondents of the same paper complain that the prospects of the 
crops are very gloomy throughout the country. 

, ™ en “™ — Crops are Ra A for waut of rain in Churamon 
in the Dinajpur district, and the prospects of the raéi crops are not very hopeful 
in Barhakhappur in the Jessore district. In Naogaon, iu Assam, rice is selling 
at Rs. 5 to Rs. 7 per maund, and cattle are dying through want of water. 
Scarcity prevails in Bhaluka in the Nadia district. Coarse rice is selling at 
Rs. 46 per mauud. In Dharmada, in the same district, the aman crops have 
been destroyed, the prospects of the rabi crops are not hopeful, and coarse rice 
is selling at Rs. 4-4 per maund. In Mahajanpur, another village in the same 
district, the state of things 1s extremely bad. People are pawning even their 


to Many are not even getting one meal a day. 
~— Je the prevailing scarcity that even mothers have forgot their love for 
cir Gear ones. A few days ago three girls were sold to prostitutes by their 


An increase of the pay of clerks 
in the present scarcity. 
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mothers. Scarcity of food and water is being et keenly felt in Majidu in 
the Burdwan district. And famine has almost broken out in Birsimul in the 
Jamalpur subdivision of the same district. There was a good aus crop, but the 
aman crop is withering through want of water, and the | of the rabs 
crop are gloomy. Kulingram, Duttapurah, Ajapur and Bebshu have, so to 
speak, been denuded of food-grains. Many are starving and nota few are 
living on one meal a day. Scarcity is being keenly felt in Pahashpur in the 
Malda district, where coarse rice is selling at Rs. 5 and fine rice at Rs. 6 per 
maund. Scarcity of water also prevails. ‘I'he paddy crop is withering 
through want of water in Taki in the 24-Parganas district. The prospects of 
the rabi crop are hopeless. Coarse rice is selling at 8 seers and paddy at 21 
seers per rupee. Many are starving at Kapasia in the Dacca district. The 
aus crop was not a success there, and there is no hope of a good aman crop. 
Water is badly wanted in Sonamaguri in the Hooghly district. The paddy 
crop is withering. The state of affairs at Brindaban is worse, Scarcity of 
food and water prevails. The Jamuna has sunk low. The prices of food- 
grains are very high. Rice is selling at 6 seers, wheat at 8 seers, and gram at 
9 seers per rupee. The number of beggars is fast increasing. ‘The prospects 
of the crops are very gloomy in Chhaygharia in the Jessore district. The 
prices of rice, flour, gh/, oil and fish have risen very high. The aman crop is 
all but destroyed, and the radi crop has not yet been sown. 
41. The same paper ascribes ee frequent occurrence of famine and 
, . scarcity to the growing irreligiousness of the people 
a a 6 Oe alam Meiapentehes ieee the country ‘of the 
regular performance of yajnas and other religious 
ceremonies. Western science fails, as it must of necessity do, to divine the 
cause, the ultimate cause, that is, of a widespread famine in the country. It 
can compute the rainfall in India from the accumulation of snow on the 
heights of the Himalavas, but ask it why should there be any fluctuation at all 
in the accumulation of snow and the consequent rainfall, and it is silent and 
has no answer to give. ‘T'o the Hindu, however, the mystery has been solved. 
Sri Krishna in the Bhagabszigita forcibly points out the interdependence 
between gods and men, and shows that the laws of nature—the laws which 
guide and control the affairs of the world—are essentially spiritual. Propitiate 
the gods and the gods will bless you with plenty and prosperity, Perform 
yajnas and there will be rain and bumper crops. Never cook your food for the 
gratification of your own appetite. Kat it after dedicating it to the gods and 
share it with others. Living creatures live and grow on food. Rain water 
showered by clouds grows corn. It is yajnas and the smoke from the sacrificial 
fire which feed the clouds. Yajnas proceed from karma or religious ceremonies, 
and religious ceremonies are the ordinances of God (Brahma). God therefore, 
who is at the root of all things, is manifest in the yajnas. 


SHSTNS SSA Gate EIs | A hwsfs eco Tee SHAAWA: II 
PHAM AS SHVAAGSTL | Gate AHS IG fee We efSSor | 


But are the ordinances of the Sastras observed in these days? Did 
the starving millions who are now crying out in despair ever perform the 
yajnas enjoined by the Sastrus? They and no one else are to blame 
if they have to suffer now. Mortal creatures that you are, you cannot 
produco rain. God Varu 1a has that power. Propitiate Him and invoke His 
mercy. Do not be led away by conceit and an overweening confidence in 
your own power. You are also now in the habit of neglecting to dedicate to 
God whatever you enjoy before enjeying it, You do not share it with others. 
This is sinful and you are now reaping the fruit of your sin. In days goue by 
the joint fami-y system was in vogue in the country, and there was @ household 
god in every family. Food was cooked for the god and after being dedicated 
to him, it was divided among the family members, ‘Ine household god has 
now been banished from almust every house, and different kinds of food are. 
now cooked for the different members of the family according to their rank 
and position. In those days people were not satisfied if they could not eat 
with their neighbours, but they have now become self-centred and the son 
dislikes to eat even with his father or elder brother. Can good come out of 
this prevailing sinfulness? Keligious ceremonies have gone out of vogue. 


BaNGAVAs!I, 
Nov. 7th, 1896. 
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Yajnas are never performed. Do not then expect rain. You must thank 
ourselves for this prevailing scarcity of food and water, which has no doubt 
Coen brought about by your sin. t ee 

42, The Sanjivani of the 7th November expresses its satisfaction at the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s circular about the granting 
of increased pay for dearness of food-grains to 
all whole-time menial servants of Government in Bengal. The menial 
servants will bless the Lieutenant-Governor from the bottom of their hearts for 
this act of kindness. The merchants, the mahajans, and the rich public should 
follow the example of the Government. ; 

43. The same paper heartily thanks Her Gracious Majesty the Queen- 

Empress and the Secretary of State for their tele- 
The Queen-Empress and the grams to the Government of India sympathising 
— the Indian ith the Indian people and enjoining on the 
Viceroy to leave no stone unturned in his attempt 
to save the lives of the starving millions, It is to be expected that Her 
Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress’ desire will be fulfilled to the letter by 
the Indian Government, The Secretary of State gives the Governor-General 
the fullest liberty to take any and every measure to cope with the famine, and 
assures him that he will sanction any amount of expenditure that may be 
incurred in doing this. This being the case, the Government alone will be 
held resposible if any death from starvation occurs. The Government should 
for the present postpone all military operations and other expensive under- 
takings, and devote all the resources that it can spare to the saving of human 
lives. 

44, The same paper observes that the Government which is generally in 
the habit of ignoring the existence of famine and 
scarcity, would not have bestirred itself if the 
prospects had not been extremal gloomy. Those who are in the habit of 
studying the condition of the people in newspapers have no idea of the prevail- 
ing distress of the people. It makes one’s heart sink to see the misery he 
comes across all around him. Millions have not the wherewithal to procure 
even one meal a day, and thousands have no food and clothing. The distress of 
the raiyats has also brought about the difficulty of zamindars, many of whom 
have been forced to borrow in order to pay the land revenue. The Govern- 
ment and the people should combine in their effort to avert the calamity. 


The scarcity allowance circular. 


The impending famine. 


45. The same paper’s famine correspondent complains of widespread 
Widineiead catedue. scarcity. Famine has broken out in Arjunpur and 
afew other adjoining villages under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Samsergan) thana in the Murshidabad district. Many are starving 
for two or three days together. Little children are piteously crying from door 
to door for food. ‘lhe number of beggars has become very large The raiyats 
sowed jute on an extensive scale this year and neglected to sow rice. The 
little rice that was grown has been exported. The grain merchants have 
raised the prices of grains very high. Aws paddy is selling at 12 or 13 seers 
and rice at 8 seers per rupee. The prospects of the aman rice are hopeless. 

The prospects of the crops are hopeless in Allahabad, ‘lhe crops may 
be partially saved if there be rain yet, but there is no hope that they 
will be. Food-grains are selling at famine prices. Coarse rice is selling at 
8 seers per rupee, wheat at 8 seers and gram at 94 seers. People in this part 
of the country ordinarily live on one meal a day. In this distress they are 
starving for two or three days together. But thanks to the Collector an 
qrneennntre has been opened, and the lives of the starving population will be 
saved, 

The people of Bhowal in the Mymensingh district are in 
tress. Owing to insufficient rainfall the jute and aus crops have been destroyed, 
ae so great 1s the distress that eople are actually starving for two or three 

ays together. The prospectsof the aman crops, too, are gloomy, and the people 


are in despair. Rice is selling at Rs. 5-4 
- 0-4 per maund, but Raja Suryyakanta 
Acharyya Chaudhuri of Muktagacha is selling it at Rs, 4 sae ite for the 


benefit of the distressed people. Th 
The aman crop has bach delttore 3 a prospects are no better in South Sylhet. 


yed the outturn of the aus and the radi srops 
have not been satisfactory. Rice is selling at famine prices. Fine rice is a 


eat dis- 
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available, coarse rice, which used to sell at Res. 2 of 2-8 per maund j 1s now selling 
at Rs. 5 or Rs. 5-8 per maund, The little available rice is being bought up 
wholesale by grain merchants and exported. It will add to the distress of the 
people if the Chief Commissioner does not put a stop to this objectionable 
practice. was | 

Famine has also appeared im fertile Tirhut. New riee is selling at 
6 or 7 seers per rupee, which is unprecedented in the annals of this part of the 
country during the last twelve years. It is a pity that the authorities are still 
indifferent. People going to ~— small quantities of rice are treated with scant 
courtesy by the shopkeepers. he grain merchants have enormously raised 
the prices of food-grains, and are making a profit of cent. per cent. The author- 
ities should not fail to pay their attention to the miserable condition of the 
Tirhut peopie and prepare an estimate of the grain in stock in the country. 
Steps should be taken to put down the highhandedness of the grain merchants 
and to prohibit the exportation of food-grains. The prices of grains should be 
fixed by the Government. Theft and robbery have beeome pretty frequent 
of late on account of the scarcity. 

436. One Nasiruddin Ahammad, writing from Ganapati, thana Kaliganj 
district Khulna, in the Mihtr-o-Sudhakar of the 7th 
November, draws attention to the severe scarcit 
which is prevailing there. People in that thana have 
been suffering since the month of Aswin. For some time they received help 
from the zamindars, gantnidars, aud the Government, but the relief was inade- 
quate. Now the entire population of the thana has been reduced to skeletons. 
Even young men and women have lost. all power of movement, and are, one by 
one, dropping off. In the correspondent’s quarter of the village cries of “dying, 
dying; cramps in the hands and legs” are constantly heard. 

The present scarcity is the result of a succession of bad harvests and a 
total fmlure of crops in this and the preceding year. Paddy cultivation is the 
only occupation of the people in Kaliganj. ‘Trade is out of the question, and 
even labour cannot be procured. All domestic utensils have been sold off, and 
the people are now selling their cattle at a price of Rs. 5 to7 per head. Their 
only consolation now is that they will soon find relief from suffering in death. 

47. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th November has the follow- 

ing :— 
eae SOS! CRE The Government should spare no expense in 

: | relieving the starving millions now that famine has 
broken out throughout the country. It should now be father unto the starving 
people, and should for their protection even empty its treasury. The regret, 
however, is that the public exchequer of India is eternally empty. It is being 
continually drained by the army and the frontier fortifications, the Govern- 
ment being in perpetual dread of a Russian invasion. We have three hundred 
and fifty miilion rulers, and a quarter of the public revenue annually goes to 
their country. Over and above this, the depreciation in the value of silver 
has crippled the Governments resources. But still the Government cannot and 
must not remain inactive and indifferent. During the last Russian famine 
the Czar emptied the public treasury to save the lives of his subjects.’ The 
British Government should emulate the example of the Russian Government. 
Nay, it should do more, it should beat the Russian Government hollow. The 
English are proverbially a charitable nation. The English Government is 
known for its generous and benevolent administration. We firmly believe that 
in the present distress Lord Elgin will follow in the footsteps of ord North- 
brook and will not follow Lord Lytton’s dangerous policy. During the last 
Bihar famine Lord Northbrook emptied the public treasury. What is revenue 
for if it is not to save the lives of those who pay it? If the Government has 
no money, let it borrow. It can borrow money for war, for. destroying lives, 
that is to say. Willit not borrow money to save lives? Money is borrowed 
to cut canals and construct railways on the ground that they will serve to 
prevent the occurrence of famine. Now that famine has actually broken out, 
will not the Government borrow money to avert it? Would to God that the 
distress may not be very acute, but to be forewarned is to be forearmed, and 
the officials should be prepared to cope with the calamity should it visit the 
country. The Government should be prepared even for a loan, and should not 


Severe distress in the Khulna 
district. 


MIBIR-O-SUDHAKAR, 
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be exacting in collecting the land revenue in this distress. The Viceroy and 
the Previncial Governors should at once issue resolutions advising the officials 
to be lenient towards the zamindars and the raiyats in levying the land tag, 
The Government should be specially lenient towards thas mahal tenants and 
the landlords of periodically-settled estates. Those who have been impoverigh. 
ed and are not at all able to pay should be wholly exempted from the payment, 
The Collectors of revenue should be specially enjoined not to demand payment 
from those who will have to sell themselves out if forced to pay. In thig 
distress no one should be driven to starvation. In times of rosperity it may 
be good policy to praise and reward those who are strict in collecting the 
revenue, bat a different policy should be followed during a famine. We do 
not ask the.officials to be lax in collecting the revenue. All that we ask them 
to do is to be a little lenient, a little kind to the _ tax-payers. The people 
should be allowed to live first and pay afterwards, All officials should bear 
this in mind. 

To the permanently-settled estates too the Government should lend a 
helping hand. Many of the zamindars and talukdars have been thrown into 
difficulty by years of scarcity. It will not do to argue that these landlords 
enjoy the ial privilege of a permanent-settlement on the condition that 
they should never fail to pay the revenue. Such an argument better befits a 
shop-keeper than a powerful Government. We do not ask the Government to 
exempt these landlords from the payment of the land revenue. Let them be 
allowed to postpone payment if they fail to pay now. The rigour of the 
‘“sunset-law” should be somewhat toned down. The impoverished zamindars 
should also be lent money at a low interest by the Government. There is no 
denying the fact that the zamindars are the pillars of the State. = 

48, The same paper is sorry to learn that the Chief Commissioner of the 

Central Provinces has refused to grant one lakh 

The Central Provinces Govern- and twenty-five thousand rupees applied for by the 
paureiees tiers ce Collector of Narsingpur to relieve the starvi 

ple. The Chief Commissioner has asked him to do the work with the 

thirty thousand rupees of the District Board. The conduct of the Lieutenant- 

Governor of the North-Western Provinces should teach a 'esson to the Chief 

Commissioner of the Central Provinces The Viceroy should give him a 

warning. 

49. The same paper advises the Government to make a house-to-house 

ees Inspection in every village to ascertain the extent 

germ tohouse famine inspec- of relief needed. The Commissioner of the Patna 

ue Division has not done well in submitting a report 

on the prospects of crops and the condition of the people without making such 
am inspection. The outlook this year is gloomier than in 1873-74. 

50. The Hindu Patriot, observes the same paper, assures the public that 
the zamindars need no extraneous stimulus to urge 
them on to the relief of the starving people. This 
is true. But it is true at the same time that there are zamindars who are too 
poor to help their raiyats. 

D1. A correspondent of the same paper complains that famine has broken 
out in Patkum in the Manbhum district. The 
crops on the high lands have been totally destroyed. 
Those on the lowlying lands are still standing, but only half the crop can be 
expected to be harvested. The people here are purely agricultural. The 
labourers have been thrown out of employment, and even if they get employ- 


ment on public works they will not be able to support their families on 


pittance they are likely to get. The middle classes too are in a precarious 
position and the upper clasaes have been impoverished. The outlook is gloom- 


ler than in 1873. The people are sure to die of starvation if the Govern: 
ment does not come to their rescue. 


The zamindars in the famine. 


Famine in Manbhum. 


ee P— 52.. The et Chandrika of the 10th November has the 
nee 1: wee mal 


; F ga Mage broken out and the poor are . 
~~ : aespair. regret is that ninety per cent. 0 
the Indian population are poor. Most of them liye wretch pols when 


there is a bumper crop, and it should not take one long to imagine how they 
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must fare now that the crops have failed. In the opinion of an official 
Anglo-Indian like Sir William Hunter, about one-fourth of the Indian popula- 
tion perpetually live on a starvation allowance, and about a half of them live 
on one meal a day. It therefore goes without saying that about a half of 
the population will be in great distress during the famine, and — think of the 
enormity of the evil in a country of three hundred millions of souls! 
No Government, unaided by the people, can successfully cope with a famine 
which is likely to affect such a vast area and 80 many millions of men, The 
people, too, shield come to the rescue of their starving countrymen. But how 
many are there in this country who are in a position to afford any relief to 
the starving millions? Leaving aside the starving half of the population, 
the greater portion of the other half will be hard put to it in maintaining their 
own families, Even the middle classes will keenly feel the sting of searcity. 
They will be placed in a very precarious position. Their pride will prevent 
them from serving on the relief works, and their sense of honour will prevent 
them from resorting to the annachhairas. Their condition is truly deplorable. | 
Much more deplorable is the condition of the labourers. In a family where 
there is Only one bread-winner, the state of affairs is simply hopeless. A 
labourer can hardly earn more than four annas per day, and it will be simply 
impossible to maintain five or six lives on this pittance during a famine. As 
for the agriculturists, they will fare no better. One swallow does not make 
a summer, and a few flourishing raiyats do not speak of the prosperity of the 
agricultural class. Luxury has invaded the agriculturists’ home, anil the raiyats 
now sell their corn for money. The practice of keeping a stock of corn in 
reserve for the future has well nigh gone out of use. The hankering for 
money is increasing. Jute brings more money than corn and the cultivation 
of jute is consequently extending. Money is giving the raiyat facility for 
indulging in luxury, and luxury is sure to prove his ruin. His wife too has 
fullowed his example and has become idle and fond of comfort and luxury. 
The spinning wheel which used to give her profitable enjoyment and turn out 
thread to clothe the whole family, has now been banished from her home. 
Umbrellas and earpet bags, shoes and shirts, are no longer forbidden articles 
to the poor peasant. His children too are no longer unacquainted with the 
tailor, and soap has taken the place of oil cakes, mustard and Ganga mrittika 
(mud from the Ganges). The iron wristlet no longer satisfies the peasant 
woman, and she must have ornaments of gold or silver, or at least of “ chemical 
gold,” to use as a sign of the married state. Even the Santhal woman will not 
be satisfied with brass bangles. Fine and fashionable glass bangles have 
entered every peasant home, and scented oil has become an indispensable article 
of toilette. : 


Education is spreading, and even the peasant boy reads hygiene. Cold 
rice—the proverbial panta bhat of old—no longer suits the peasant boy. With- 
out a shirt he catches cold and gets ill. Attacked with fever he must have 
quinine and its nevessary accompaniments—sago and biscuit and crystal of 


sugar) faefa Sweet meats are now in every house, and the days of murhi (fried 


rice) and murhki (fried rice soaked in treacle) are gone. In a civilised home, 
tea and coffee, brandy and port are in every day use. There is the shoe covering 
every foot. ‘Travelling has been made easy, but costly by trains and hackney 
carriages. Even the peasant will not walk a mile. 


The sensual indulgence and luxuriousness of the upper classes have 
filtered down to the lower. Free trade is depleting the country of its corn. 
Wages have indeed risen, but not in proportion to the prices of food-grains. 
A few years ago rice sold at one rupee per maund even in Calcutta, and oil at 
eight seers per rupee. Prices of food stufis have riser four times as much as 
wages. With the spread of western civilisation, peoples’ wants have been 
multiplied. With wants discontent has increased, but patience and endurance 
are on the wane. Poverty has increased. Difficulties have been added to. 
People have lost their mental as well as bodily vigour. Their vitality is 
gone. os 
All this will only serve to intensify the suffering of the pote But for 
all this the people more than the Government are to blame. The Government 
has given us western education and western civilisation for our good, They are, 


pier = Me 


however, producing bad fruit. Imitation of western civilisation will ruin us; 
How will the people fare in this distress? Who will save them? 


Darwis-o-SaMactan 53. The Dainik-o Samachar pe gh of the ilth a a. We that 
Agee Mpa: it was only a day or two ago that the Vicervy in 
Nov. l]th, 1896, The Government in the distress. his ek i Ulrar said that there was as re no 
scarcity in the Punjab, and that there was therefore no necessity for opening 
relief works there at present, But the Commissioner and the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Peshawar have busied themselves in raising rnggg me with the. 
view of purchasing grain and selling it at a cheap price. Twelve thousand 
rupees have been collected and more is being raised. But this will be only a 
drop of water in the ocean, considering the extent of the relief which is 
required. No more time should be wasted, but relief works on a large scale 
should be opened at once in the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces, 
Lord Elgin should leave all other business and devote himself exclusively to | 
devising measures for famine relief, as Lord Northbrook did in the famine of 
1874. The whole earthwork of the projected railway between Raipur and 
Rajim on the Bengal-Nagpur line should be made over to zamindars, and all 
it proposed railway lines, whose construction has been decided upon, should be 
1% 3 at once taken in hand. There should be no delay: for instance, 1n commencing 
12 4% the Hooghly-Katwa branch of the East Indian Railway. 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie is prepared to meet the distress, and is making 
all necessary enquiries. His Revenue Secretary, Mr. Finucane, was Director 
of the Agricultural Department, and knows the agricultural condition of the 
province thoroughly well. Mr. Lyon, the present Director of the Department, 
is a new man, but his Assistant, Babu Bhupal Chandra Basu, is an experienced 
and efficient officer. Sir Alexander Mackenzie is probably in hope that a 
few showers will yet improve the situation. But what will rain now do for the 
winter paddy, wnen the very plants have completely withered up, or there has 
been no sowing at all? All hope of the winter crop must be given up. A 
few showers now can only facilitate the sowing of the spring crops and improve 
their prospects, but that will not avert a famine. 


iit cai  §4, The Datinik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 12th November writes as 
CHANDRIA, follows :— 
Nov. 12th, 1896. Public works for famine relief 


Both famine and famine relief have long been 
knowninIndia. Thereis plenty of evidence to show 
that in ancient Hindu times and under Hindu Kings the famine-stricken were 
kept alive by the grant of doles of grain from theState. In every province there 
were state granaries made of bricks and stones in which grain was stored up in 
favourable years for distribution during seasons of scarcity and distress. ‘The 
practice was kept up by the Musalman rulers, and was in existence even during 
the earlier years of English rule. Exportation of grain was unknown. If 
there had been railway communication in those days, famine would have beeu 
an impossibility. The railway has now facilitated the transport of grain, but 
a the food produced in the country does not now remain in it. The surplus 
Hi | grain that used to be stored up in the past is now exported. 

: The policy of famine relief followed by Hindu Kings in the past was not 
one of indiscriminate charity. They were perfectly aware that indiscriminate 
charity produces demoralising effects, and gave in charity only to the weak 
and infirm. The able-bodied poor were then employed as they are now of 
| public works like tanks, roads and buildings, and the labourers were paid 
either in money or in grain, Not to speak of Hindu Kin s, in the devastating 
nm famine of 1176 BS., even many wealthy people had palatial buildings con- 
structed by such labour. During the famine of 1660-7 0, Rana Rajsinha, the 
ruler of Mewar, distributed among his subjects the enormous quantity of grain 
that had been stored in the state granaries. But the able and strong among 
them had to work for their food. It was at that time that the vast lake to the 
north of Mewar was constructed. Such artificial reservoirs of water are found 


in past times, 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


55. The General and Gauhari Asfi of the 31st October publishes a cartoon 

in which India is represented by a hog which, with 

_— the offer of several bags of money, stands before the 

Hindu god Ganesha, who stands for the Government of India, Ganesha picks 

up four bags out of the offer in order to be spent in meeting the cost of the 

Military and Marine Departments, and to be given as pensions to his officers and 
for other miscellaneous purposes. < . 

The letter-press runs as follows: —“ The revered god sits silently distribu- 

ting alms. Why not? Wealth acquired without labour is squandered without 

remorse.” : 


56. The Sulabh Dainik of the 6th November objects toa public farewell 
entertainment being given to Mr. Cotton on the 

Mane proposed entertainment to o¢casion of his leaving Bengal. It is true Mr. Cotton 

r. Cotton. o,8 . 

became very popular by writing his book New 

India; but his secret object in writing it was to please Lord Ripon, under whom 
he expected to be appointed Home Secretary. The Amrita bazar Patrika is 
probably influenced by some selfish motive in proposing to give him a farewell 
address. And the zamindars have joined the movement most likely in the 
belief that Mr. Cotton will succeed Sir Alexander Mackenzie as Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. The zamindars may give Mr. Cotton a private enter- 
tainment, may express their delight at his promotion, and sorrow at his depar- 
ture from Bengal. But the proposal to give him a public and costly entertain- 
ment and an address at the moment like this when a dire scarcity is raging 
in the Province will not have everybody’s approval. Raja Benay Krishna 
of Sobhabazar may easily invite the elite of the Hindu, Musalman and European 
communities to his house to meet Mr. Cotton; and that will serve the zamin- 
dars’ purpose. But the fact is that the British Indian Association, which 
has now-a-days lost all irfluence with Government, want to recover that 
influence by securing the good-will of a shrewd civilian like Mr. Cotton. 
The proposal of a public address to Mr. Cotton can on no account be supported. 


Mr. Cotton may be the patron of a few deputies, but that does not entitle 
him to be called the Friend of India. | 


57. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 10th November does not 

—— _ approve of the Viceroy’s Ulwar speech. His 

route Viceroy's defence of his Excellency’s defence of his tour will not satisfy the 
public. It does not look well that the Governor- 
General should be touring and holiday-making in this time of distress. Like 
Lord Northbrook, His Excellency should stretch every nerve to cope with the 
famine Lord Elgin would have the public under-tand that it is a ‘definite 
duty ” with him to tour, and he cannot dispense with it even if he chose. 
His explanation is a failure. His Lordship assures us that there will be no 
acute distress anywhere. “I parted only yesterday,” observed the Viceroy, 
‘‘from the Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab, and I cannot ascertain from 
him that as yet any real necessity for relied works has arisen in his Province, 
and that means that no acute distress prevails there at the present moment.” 
This surprises us, for reports reach us from the Panjab that there is great 
distress there, and public subscriptions are being raised for the relief of the 
starving poor. The officials, too, are up and doing there, coping with famine. 
Every one sees that famine has broken out in the North-Western Provinces, 
and yet the Viceroy assures us that the state of things has improved there. 
So far as we know, distress is increasing in the North-Westcrn Provinces. His 
Excellency further observed in defence of his tour that he had been advised 
by a relative of his—“one of the best men of business I ever knew”—that if 
ever he was put in a position to carry on a big work, and had good and capable 
lieutenants, he should not try to do their work as well as his own, for if he 
attempted to do both, he would fail in both. In 1874, however, Lord North- 
brook thought and acted otherwise, and no one can venture to teach business 
to a Baring. Lord Elgin should walk in the foot-steps of Lord Northbrook. 
He should even postpone his “definite duty” for the present. Lord Lytton 
was doing a “definite duty” while he held the Imperial Durbar at Dehli, 
but 60 lakhs of people died of starvation in consequence of his indifference. 
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The Viceroy should cut short his tour. His touring in the Native States 
wil] be a heavy drain upon the resources of their rulers—a drain which the 
can ill afford ‘to bear at the present moment. The rulers should not onl 
sympathise with their subjects, but should also give tangible proofs of their 
sympathy. , 


URIYA PAPERS. 


58. The Utkaldipika of the 19th September cannot understand why no 
Wein dhitiiin steps are being taken to remove distress caused b 
starvation, when such is the actual state of things, 
As an instance in point, u local Magistrate inflicted very light punishment on 
three criminals who were charged with theft committed in hunger. 


59. In an editorial published in the same paper, the editor remarks that 
the Province of Orissa being subject to periodical 
droughts and floods, the records of survey, which 
have been prepared preliminary to the new settle- 
ment, should, in view of the extensive devastations caused by the recent high 
floods, be carefullz revised, with reference to the state of things now actuall 

existing, and no settlement ought to be based on data collected before and 
which have now undergone changes owing to the floods. The writer also 
condemns the policy under which certan. embankments have been abandoned, 
the injurious effect of which has been vividly illustrated by the recent 
inundations. Subject asthe province is to droughts and floods, it will be wise, 
the editor considers, on the part of Government, to make such provision in the 
present settlement whereby remission can, without difficulty, be given for such 
calamities. Such a provision was in existence previous to the current settle- 
ment, and it would appear that in view of the present circumstances, if same 


such allowance be not made, the settlement cannot be a satisfactory affair all 
round. 


60. A correspondent of aa come pense a pone geo there 

is the long standing principle under which Pro- 

Pa WUadle aad po Nong Pg fessors of Collanes nD gana a are to be selected 

tions in Orissa. as examiners in the middle and primary examina- 

tions, strange and unaccountable deviations seem to have been made in the 

matter in connection with the present year’s examinations. People unfitted to 

be examiners in any particular branches have been selected to be examiners in 

such branches, while a newly-appointed Muhammadan clerk of the Inspector’s 

office has also been called upon to be an examiner. ‘The writer hopes that 
such vagaries will be noticed by the higher authorities. 


61. The Samvadvahika of the 17th September exhorts the patriots of 


the country to adopt some measure by which the 
people can be induced to use more freely cloth 
manufactured in the country, for should this be not done, the tax on cotton 
which has been imposed, coupled with the hankering of the people after 


European fineries, will be sure to strike at the root of Indian weaving 
machines. 


Correction of the survey records 
necessary. 


Boycotting Manchester. 


62. The Uriya and Narasamvad, of the (6th September, deplores the 


7 : unwisdom with which rice is being exported from 

Export of sty irom Ortaan. the province at this critical time, when losses have 
been sustained from floods, and the crops in the fields cannot be pronounced to 
be either safe or secure. Although it is impossible to stop free trade, the 


writer exhorts sellers to be more circumspect in their ac 
only of personal gains, but also of the future prospects of 

63. A correspondent of the same 
bitterly ¢ 
in erectin 


tion, and mindful not 
the country. 


paper named Rudranarayan Patnayak, 
omplains of the action of Government 
tree heey ——_s certain een 
nes y tlood water during inundations not find- 
ing a ites outlet spread rapidly over the country, and ps Ee immense devasta- 
2m % t rbanagen that some six villages lying on the banks of the Chitrarekha 
re 6 cic = completely washed away and rendered desolate by the recent 

» and that some 50 or 60 villages are about to be deserted. The writer 


Embankments intensifvi 
effects of floods. mienatying the 
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states that practically the Government is responsible for all these damages and 
tbe sufferings which follow from the inundations lasting for a longer time 
than before, owing to obstructions offered by the different embankments. He 
thinks that it is neither humane nor fair to subject people of certain areas to 
inconceivable and slowly-killing difficulties, than which a wholesale instantane- 
ous annihilation under the edge of the sword is better, and protect others at 
their cost. He hopes that the benevolent Government will not be so apathetic 
as not to lend a kind ear to the grievances of the people of the flood-striken 
area, for all subjects alike have a right to claim equal consideration for 
themselves. 


64. The Utkaldipika of the 26th September foresees the distress which 
- the country will be subjected to should there be no 
e outlook. : 
timely showers to save the crops. The crops are 
withering for want of water, and prices are ruling high in the North-Western 
Provinces, and more rain is wanted in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, the 
condition of Bengal itself not being also favourable. 


65. The same paper, in reviewing the Resolution of the Government on 

+» ican os eenaien oi the annual reports of the Administration of the 

a: ince aa. Income-Tax Department, deplores that the Gov- 

ernment of India should turn a deaf ear to the 

justice of exempting from taxation all persons whose annual income does not 

exceed Rs. 1,000—a question which has been repeatedly urged and supported by 
the Local Government. | 


66. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 16th September does not consider the 
tins Kite teh ts nail orders of the Supreme Government, under which 
lends in Deitch Indie. Native Chiefs have been debarred from acquiring 
any landed property in British India, to be sound 

or just. 


67. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 23rd September says that petty 
Illicit madak shops in the Bala. *#@%ts, which have been detected in the Balasore 
BB ng concn , town of late, appear to be the outcome of illicit 
3 madak shops. ‘The object with which Government 
abolished madak shops is being frustrated by the existence of these contraband 
sources of obtaining the drug, which serve only to increase evils secretly, and 
may, in future, be productive of various other evil results. The writer suggests 
their suppression after enquiry. 


68. The same paper jregrets that in the railway works now in pro- 
_ . gress through the province, there should be a pre- 

Employment of local coolies in . : : . pre 
aikeay veces ta Ovlen. ponderance in the number of up-country coolies in 


preference to local labourers. He sees no reason 


why local labourers, with whose assistance embankments, canals and other 
road works have been done, should now be considered incapable of doing earth- 
work for the railways. 


69. The Samvadvahika of the 24th September, alluding to the correspond- 
Appointment of examiners for ©NCe published in the J tkaldipika, in which the 
the middle and primery exemina- present system of selecting examiners for the 
tone im Orienp. middle and primary examination is condemned, states 
that, in various instances, it is now seen that selections of examiners instead of 
being judiciously made from among men who are fitted for the work, is con- 
sidered by the authorities as a means of affording pecuniary assistance to 
subordinates. 

70. The Utkaldipixa of the 3rd October states that owing to the circula- 
es tion of worn out and uncurrent copper coins, the 
noon ulation of uncurrent copper public is being put to much inconvenience and loss, 
and suggests that steps should be taken to take 

these out of circulation and issue new ones in their stead. 


71. The same paper remarks that although practically the rainy season 
has come to a close, want of water has still to be 

Pia and consequent scar- fo)t, Scarcity of water is the cry almost all over 
3 India. The heat that is experienced at present 


presages a storm. 
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72. The same paper, in reviewing the results of the audit of the Cuttack 

Suevestions for keeping the ‘#uUzi accounts whereby some Rs. 40,000 have been 

weal aumants of Govermmeah so ascertained to be due by some 800 mahals, remarks 
as to prevent frauds. as follows :— 

It is a happy thing that Government has been able, with the exception 
of Rs. 5,000, to realize from the zamindars all this heavy amount which had 
been embezzled by its amla during the past 16 years. The writer advises 
that the Government should now adopt such a procedure for keeping its 
zamindari accounts as to preclude the possibility of the repetition of such 
frauds in the future. Owing to there being advances unadjusted for a long 
time, the amla found the opportunity of committing embezzlements. If 9 
clear annual account of each estate had been kept open to the iuspection of 
the zamindars concerned, it would have entirely prevented the occurence, 
The keeping of such accounts no doubt would involve Government in some 
expense, but when Government requires the zamindars to render annual 
accounts to the raiyats, itis just on the same principle that the extra expen- 
diture required should be incurred. No legislation would be necessary for 
this purpose. If Government will only give the orders, the Revenue Board 
can sual settle and frame the necessary rules. The outcome of this will be 
benetietel, as ull advances will be easily adjusted, and excess sums for which 
no credit is given within a specified period can be transferred to revenue 
deposit. Such a course is likely to effectually put a stop to future frauds. 

73. The same paper notices that it is reported from Jagatsingpur that 

. Paene he species of insects like locusts is causing much 
ects tt ~SsC damage to the crops. Such reports are said to 
have been received from other places also. 

74. The Samvadhiaka of the 1st October rejoices at the prospect of Indian 

akc ol til 1 troops being employed at Zanzibar, bat remarks 
etZaxbor FC Sséthntt, should the cost of their maintenance be thrust 
upon the Indian Exchequer, as in the case of the 

Soudan, there will be more grief than joy. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator, — 
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